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SUPERLATIVE ADJECTIVES. 

 
Superlative is used before a noun or when a phrase describing the group that is the basis for comparison 
follows. 
 

� Our biggest problem right now is lack of money.  
� He’s the youngest of four brothers. 

 
Rules  

1. Adjectives One-syllable adjectives usually form the comparative and superlative with -er and -est. 
 
Small, smaller, smallest; hot, hotter, hottest. 
 
Note: But real, right, and wrong only take more and most. 
 

2. Most two-syllable adjectives can take more/less and most/least. Some can take -er and -est, 
including the following: 

 
3. Adjectives ending in -y and -ow 

angry, busy, dirty, early, easy, friendly, funny, happy, lazy, lucky, noisy, pretty, wealthy, narrow, shallow 
 

4. adjectives ending in -le 
able, gentle, noble, simple, subtle 
 

5. adjectives ending in -er and -ure 
clever, mature, obscure 
 

6. Adjectives of three or more syllables generally form the comparative and superlative only with 
more/less and most/least. 

Interesting: more/less interesting, most/least interesting. 
 
Note: But some adjectives with the prefix un- can also take -er and -est. 
 
unhappy, unclear 
 

7. A few adjectives have irregular comparative and superlative forms. 
 
good, better, best 
bad, worse, worst 
far, farther or further, farthest or furthest 
well, better, best 
 
Note: Note that the adjective well, meaning “healthy,” is not used in the superlative. 
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Just to remember! 

 
two-syllable adverbs can form the comparative and superlative with -er and -est. 
 
close, deep, early, fast, hard, high, late, long, loud, low, near, slow, soon, straight, tight, wide 
 
A few adverbs have irregular comparative and superlative forms. 
 
well, better, best 
badly, worse, worst 
far, farther or further, farthest or furthest 
 
how to add -er and -est 
In most cases, just put -er or -est on the end of the adjective or adverb. 
 
tough, tougher, toughest 
fast, faster, fastest. 
 
But notice the following adjectives and adverbs: 
ending in a single consonant (other than w or y) with the vowel before it spelled with a single letter: Double the 
consonant before adding -er or -est. 
 
big, bigger, biggest 
 
ending in -y: Change y to i before adding -er or -est. 
 
happy, happier, happiest 
early, earlier, earliest 
 
But a few adjectives ending in -y do not change y to i. 
 
shy, shyer, shyest 
sly, slyer, slyest 
dry, drier or dryer, driest or dryest 
 
ending in -e: Drop the e before adding -er or -est. 
 
late, later, latest blue, bluer, bluest 
 
When the dictionary shows [-er/-est only], this means the word forms its comparative and superlative only by 
adding these endings, not with more and most. 
 
 


